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104 See 18 U.S.C. 961 through 967 and 22 
U.S.C. 441 through 457. 

105 Clearance for vessel shall not be denied 
for the sole reason that her cargo contains 
contraband of war. 

106–110 [Reserved] 

§ 4.72 Inspection of meat, meat-food 
products, and inedible fats. 

(a) No clearance shall be granted to 
any vessel carrying meat or meat-food 
products, as defined and classified by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Food Safety and Inspection Service, 
Meat and Poultry Inspection until 
there have been filed with the port di-
rector such copies of export certifi-
cates concerning such meat or meat- 
food products as are required by the 
pertinent regulations of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Food Safety 
and Inspection Service, Meat and Poul-
try Inspection (9 CFR part 322). If such 
certificate has been obtained but is un-
available at the scheduled time of a 
vessel’s departure, the vessel may be 
cleared on the basis of the receipt of a 
statement, under the shipper’s or ship-
per’s agent’s letterhead, certifying the 
number of boxes, the number of 
pounds, the product name and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture export cer-
tificate number that covers the ship-
ment of the product. If such statement 
has been used as the basis for obtaining 
vessel clearance, the duplicate of the 
certificate must be filed with Customs 
within the time period prescribed by 
§ 4.75. 

(b) No clearance shall be granted to 
any vessel carrying tallow, stearin, 
oleo oil, or other rendered fat derived 
from cattle, sheep, swine, or goats for 
export from the United States, which 
has not been inspected, passed, and 
marked by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, unless the port di-
rector is furnished with a certificate by 
the exporter that the article is ined-
ible. 

[28 FR 14596, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 78–99, 43 FR 13059, Mar. 29, 1978; T.D. 91– 
77, 56 FR 46114, Sept. 10, 1991;T.D. 95–54, 60 FR 
35838, July 12, 1995] 

§ 4.73 Neutrality; exportation of arms 
and munitions. 

(a) Clearance shall not be granted to 
any vessel if the port director has rea-
son to believe that her departure or in-
tended voyage would be in violation of 
any provision of the Neutrality Act of 
1939 or other neutrality law of the 

United States, 104 or of any regulation 
or instruction issued pursuant to any 
such law. 

(b) The port director shall refuse 
clearance for and detain any vessel 
manifestly built for warlike purposes 
and about to depart from the United 
States with a cargo consisting prin-
cipally of arms and munitions of war 105 
when the number of men intending to 
sail or other circumstances render it 
probable that the vessel is intended to 
commit hostilities against the sub-
jects, citizens, or property or any for-
eign country, with which the United 
States is at peace, until the decision of 
the President thereon is received, or 
until the owners shall have given bond 
or security in double the value of the 
vessel and its cargo that she will not be 
so employed. 

(c) A port director shall promptly 
communicate all the facts to Head-
quarters, U.S. Customs Service, if he 
learns while the United States is at 
peace that any vessel of a belligerent 
power which has arrived as a merchant 
vessel is altering, or will attempt to 
alter, her status as a merchant vessel 
so as to become an armed vessel or an 
auxiliary to armed vessels of a foreign 
power. 

(d) If a port director has reason to be-
lieve during the existence of a war to 
which the United States is not a party 
that any vessel at his port is about to 
carry arms, munitions, supplies, dis-
patches, information, or men to any 
warship or tender or supply ship of a 
belligerent nation, he shall withhold 
the clearance of such vessel and report 
the facts promptly to Headquarters, 
U.S. Customs Service. 

§ 4.74 Transportation orders. 
Clearance shall not be granted to any 

vessel if the port director has reason to 
believe that her departure or intended 
voyage would be in violation of any 
provision of any transportation order, 
regulation, or restriction issued under 
authority of the Defense Production 
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. App. 2061–2066). 
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